
Robert J Barber Workshop

Here are my supply-list recommendations:

Please bring the materials that you are most comfortable working with, but of course I am 
very happy with mine and recommend them highly:

Setup:  Open box M pochade, 12 x 16 model.  This piece sets up and down easily, 
quickly and reliably.  I can’t say enough good things about it.  It folds up and away you 
go with all of your wet paint undisturbed.  It’s thoroughly sturdy and adjustable in every 
way, and is terrific for the tight spaces of any downtown or indoor location.  I 
recommend the ball-head tripod and quick release plate method of attaching.  I also 
recommend the brush holder sold by Open box M.  I like my own spirits holder: soup-can 
on a string.

Solvent:  Gamsol

Colors:  
Titanium White – Van Gogh 150ml, Amsterdam 200ml
Cadmium Yellow light – Gamblin Sketching Oils 150ml (Cheap Joe’s)
Cadmium Orange – Gamblin Sketching Oils 150ml (Cheap Joe’s)
Cadmium Red Medium – Gamblin Sketching Oils 150ml (Cheap Joe’s)
Permanent Madder Deep – Rembrandt 150ml
Ultramarine Deep – Rembrandt 150ml
Phthalo Green/Viridian – Gamblin 150ml

I like the larger tubes for cost and simplicity.  I like the student-grades for their looser 
feel, and I don’t think that squeezing the tube should cause any pain.  My color 
experience has taught me that this array of colors on the outside of the color wheel is both 
good for your understanding of color, and beautifully simple.  You’re welcome to bring 
your own familiar palette if you prefer.

Brushes:
Filbert bristles:  12, 10, 8, 6, 4, 3 and 2 – Utrecht 209-F
Flat bristles:  12, 8, 3 
Royal Langnickel Filberts/5520:  8, 6  
Sable round:  18, 14, 10 – Utrecht 212
Blender/fan bristle:  4, 2 – Utrecht 200
I use a palette knife for cleaning the palette and a 1-inch putty knife for scraping half-
dried paint.  I also pack a green kitchen scrubby pad for removing dried paint from the 
palette.

Panels/Canvases:  Please bring whatever collection of sizes you’re comfortable with.  I 
make my own out of oil-ground linen glued to dibond or polyurethaned plywood.  I 
routinely work outside on all the standard sizes between 6 x 8 and 20 x 24.  Keep in mind 
that smaller paintings progress more quickly.



Paper towels:  Viva, plus a plastic grocery bag for used rags.

Viewfinder:  “Don’t leave home without it.”  This is a simple rectangle that helps 
compose paintings.  I have two that are cut out of black plastic and have windows of 3 x 
4 and 3 & 3/8 by 4 inches.  Cardboard works too, or you can also purchase one that will 
adjust to any ratio to match your canvas.

Accessories:  Hat, sunscreen, bug-juice, water, snacks.  I do my best to keep my snacks 
and bug-juice separate.  I don’t use an umbrella, but please bring one if that is familiar to 
you.


